
InterAx® stabilizes 
where lime and fly ash 
can’t get the job done.

T E S T I M O N I A L

“We at BNSF really enjoy working with some very professional individuals 
and engineers at Tensar, and have come to trust them and the Tensar 
products on our projects all over the Red River Division at BNSF Railway. 
They have a very involved and extensive research program and have been 
able to field test and provide follow up as needed.”
               - Jeffrey C. Estes | BNSF

Double Track Control Point, Lake 
Wanda to Bredenberg

CHALLENGE

BNSF needed to add approximately seven miles of new mainline track, and that work 
included several drainage improvements like culvert extensions, crossing improvements, 
and bridges. Many of the areas that required subgrade improvements were not suitable 
for lime or fly ash due to extensive amounts of electrical conduit, signal cables, and other 
utilities that were placed at shallow depths. BNSF was also facing time constraints and 
track outages, and they needed a solution that could be installed quickly.

TENSAR SOLUTION

Tensar InterAx geogrid was installed in many of the above-mentioned areas where lime 
and fly ash were unsuitable. It was also placed under the sub-ballast at grade crossings, 
at abutments for the bridges, and under a complex area where several interlockers were 
removed and replaced by turnouts and crossovers. The use of InterAx in this area was 
crucial due to the shallow utilities that had been placed there. Additionally, InterAx 
geogrid was installed in areas with known trouble spots where unsuitable soil was 
removed, geogrid was placed, and then sub-ballast or embankment was placed on top to 
reinforce the track bed. 

We’re CMC. You’ll find our products strengthening and reinforcing the infrastructure nearly everywhere on the 
planet – in sports stadiums and public buildings as well as highways, bridges, railways and other structures. To 
serve this global market, CMC maintains facilities across the United States, Europe and Asia. These sites include 
everything from local recycling centers, steel mini-mills and micro-mills to large-scale fabrication centers, heat-
treating facilities as well as other operations. cmc.com  ©CMC 2024

Saginaw, TX

P R O J E C T  D E T A I L S

Installed by:
SEMA Construction

Installation:
May 2023

Product:
NX650 InterAx Geogrid
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